disaster. In 1926, however, this area was successfully reached with another party and the summer was spent on survey and archaeology. Wordie returned to the same area again in 1929 and his geologists continued where the 1926 party had left off. A highlight of the activities of this summer was the ascent of Petermann Bjerg by Wordie and four others after a %day approach march.
After four visits to the Greenland Sea he now turned his attention to the shores of B&n Bay. In 1934, taking a party that included ornithologists as well as geologists and archaeologists, he made for Melville Bay, intending to call at Kap York and then cross to Ellesmere Island. Ice was unfavourable, however, and after some work ashore at Upernavik and farther north, the expedition crossed Baffin Bay south of the "Middle Ice" and spent the remaining month surveying and charting Eglinton Fiord and Clyde Inlet. Wordie was still determined to get to Ellesmere Island, and in 1937 he succeeded, Bache Peninsula was reached and then the ship cruised down the east coast of Ellesmere Island and Baffin Island. Survey and geological work were carried out, and archaeological sites investigated at Carey ger, and Turnstone Beach on Ellesmere Island. Probably the most original scientific work done was the pioneer cosmic ray study by Dymond and Carmichael, who used balloons to carry into the upper air instruments for recording intensity and concentration.
All these expeditions were carried in chartered Norwegian sealers. In those days it was still possible for the financing to be entirely private, each member paying his share. the Royal Scottish Geographical Society; he was knighted "for services to polar exploration" Wordie was indeed a most unusual person. His study, with its great library of polar books, was normally in indescribable disorder. In it one would see a slight figure, whose manner was as far from dominating as one can imagine, and whose soft Glaswegian tone of voice was equally quiet and level whether he was telling a joke or administering a rebuke. Yet these were most deceptive indications. He could lay his hands at once on the paper he was looking for; and he had very strong ideas to which he held tenaciously. Of those in Britain today who have played any active part in polar work, there are few who have not at some time benefitted, and benefitted greatly, by Wordie's stimulation, kindness, and help.
TERENCE ARMSTRONC ' in 1957.
